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proceeded, big drops coursed down the Ameer's cheeks.
He moved sottly away.    Later the Ameer, ascertaining
that there were Shiah Mohammedans as well as Sunni
Mohammedans among the college students, said, " Let
me see the Shiahs also at their theological studies.    I
am a Sunni, but I wish this."    They led the way into
another room, and the Shiah teacher was introduced.
" Teach," said the Ameer, shortly.    The man obeyed.
" Now listen to me, you students," the Ameer said.
" You are young.   Remember my words even when you
are grown old.    You have heard people say that the
Ameer of Afghanistan is a Sunni bigot.   Because I am
a Sunni must I therefore be a bigot?    Let me ask you
a   question.    You   who   are   Shiahs,   do   you   prefer
Hinjus to Sunnis?    No.    Do you think I who am a
Sunni prefer Hindus to Shiahs?    No.    Well now, you
have just read in the newspapers that I prohibited the
proposed cow-killing at the Bakr-id at Delhi, out of
consideration  for the  religious  susceptibilities  of  the
Hindus.    If I have that much kindness for the Hindus',
can you believe that I have less kindness for the Shiahs ?
I ask you from this time forth not to believe that I am
a   Sunni   bigot.    In   Afghanistan   I   have  among   my
subjects Sunnis, Shiahs, Hindus, and Jews, and I have
given  to  all  of  them  full  religious  liberty.    Is  that
bigotry ?    But this I must add.    I can never consent to
allowing  the  Shiahs  to  abuse  and  revile  the  three
Khalifs.    If it is bigotry to interfere with that I am a
bigot"

An immense audience assembled in the Strachey Hall
of the college to hear an address presented to the
Ameer. A Persian copy was read out in a loud voice.
It related the chequered history of the college, and was
inordinately long. Before the end was reached the
Ameer, who was sitting on a silver throne, stopped the
recital, saying bluntly, "I have already read it in
private ; do not waste any more time." Then his
Majesty called up his interpreter, and speaking
loudly in fluent Persian alternately with the inter-
preter, who phrase by phrase rendered the speech
into Urdu, delivered a remarkable oration : "I have
heard many strange things about this college. I
have heard many good things ; I have heard many
bad things. I have heard more bad things than